
KEVIN DENCH Portfolio

26 27

Before we launched the PR booth we completed the Advertising 
council website.

We did extensive testing and interviewed over 150 students with a 
sketched version of the website on paper. When the user would tap a 
link, we would take the pages and flip to the corresponding page.

In the PR briefing we 
discussed the results of 
our findings and built a 
plan of action from that.

After surveys, wireframes, 
user testing and copywriting 
we gave all the information 
to the web developer.

pr meeting brief

wireframing

The BYU-Idaho Advertising Council: 
Website Design

the web developer put the 
content together and the 
site went live on April 5, 
2013 before the booth.

I directed my team in 
icon design and aesthetic 
for the website.

After several weeks of 
building icon sets and 
color schemes, we finally 
had all the content.

the website

icon creation

ht tp://www.byui .edu/academic-supp ort-centers/volunteer-opp ortunities/advertising-council

public relations video production

graphics services

http://issuu.com/kdench/docs/soda_packaging_project_process
http://www.byui.edu/academic-support-centers/volunteer-opportunities/advertising-council
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Stay On The Right Track: 
Qualitative Project

“the Research and creative Works conference is an academic venue 
for students to share their original work. Modeled after the format 
of national meetings of professional societies, it provides students 
with an opportunity to communicate their progress in independent 
projects. excerpt from 

website

First we had to propose our project, so our instructor and University 
Identity Director could approve the topic and direction.

In the abstract we had to demonstrate the size of our projects, and 
how it would function.

1

2

3

Picture of a train crash at Maze Hill. �e electric four-coach passenger train from Gravesend, 
heading towards Charing Cross, missed the red danger signal and collided, head-on, with an 
empty nine-coach steam train.

I showed this image to people to see what their responses would be. Were they shocked? Did they 
care? If they had a quick look, did they even know what it was?

About 60% of students had a concerned response when viewing the image. So I would like to have 
it on my project, so the viewer can relate the picture with people’s responses, and maybe even have 
their own reaction to it.

�e Stay on the Right Track project is about train accidents. �rough my research I have found that 
people don’t put as much emphasis on staying safe around train tracks. I plan to exploit the power 
and force of a train and help viewers to cultivate a healthy respect for these massive machines.

I will give statistics about students reactions to di�erent surveys I conducted. For example, a word 
association and how interestingly not many students associated train tracks with “danger” but 
rather with smashing coins. Essentially they associate the railroad tracks with play.

One of my goals is that I hope to change attitudes with my project and get people to think twice 
about spending time around train tracks. In a lot of states it is a felony to even be on the train 
tracks. �ere are also hundreds of people pedestrians who are killed each year. �e Federal 
Railroad Administration calls these deaths “trespassing accidents” to avoid the legal battles this 
would cause them.

It is this kind of information that I think the general public (and students) either fail to realize or 
are naïve about. I hope to have people take away a new understanding of railroad safety a�er 
viewing my project.

Picture of the side of a decommissioned train. 

�e purpose of showing this image to people was to see if they noticed it was decommissioned. 
How good are most people with details? What do they generally associate trains with: fear, respect, 
apathy?

I would also like to keep this one on my project for the same reasons as listed above. I would like 
the viewer to relate them to people’s responses and maybe even have their own reaction to it.

�is is a cropped view from the movie poster Unstoppable. 

I wanted to see if anyone would associate the movie to the poster, or did it just look like a train that 
was moving quickly to them?

When in fact, only about 30% of those interviewed recognized it from the movie Unstoppable and 
53% of people associated it with “high speeds” or “overlaid maps.” Not making the movie poster 
connection. Once again, I would like to include this to have viewers observe their own reactions.

STAY ON THE RIGHT TRACK | Digital Prototype

I am attempting to gather enough data to build an analogue for the 
force of a train verses the tinsel strength of a car. My brother-in-law 
has a Physics degree and is helping me legitimately calculate it. I 
would like to have it be as simple as a couple of weights and a pop 
can, but we’ll see what the data says.

�e stand for the analogue will be 
borrowed from the Art Depart-
ment, or built if there aren’t any 
le� to lend out. I will design a 360º 
skin for the borrowed or build 
podium.

The case on top will be made of 
Plexiglas. I will see if the Art 
Department has any to borrow. If 
not I will order some, or purchase 
some from here in town.

I will likely use metal rods to support the title of my project above 
the installation. �ere will be no need to adhere it to the wall 
behind, unless the project isn’t strong enough to hold it up. If it isn’t 
strong enough I can have it hung from strings. �e wall behind is 
marble-like façade, so if all else fails, and pending approval, I could 
use removable tape to keep it on the wall.

PHOTOGRAPHS

CONTENT

I will construct my project with a triangular shape, so it will be able to support it’s weight. 
Since I will make it relatively hollow, I can put supportive materials inside if it has any 
trouble standing.

I prefer to build it out of sti� cardboard, but if I can’t �nd any of that, I will use foamcore 
for the build. 

I will cover the pictures with a foggy piece of transparency. So the viewer can li� it to 
reveal the picture. None of my pictures are explicit in nature, but to some a picture of a 
wrecked train could be disturbing. �is is another reason I am choosing to go with a 
foggy transparency. It will act as a barrier to those more sensitive viewers. 

I will insert magnets on the inside of the transparency, and behind the foamcore mount-
ed pictures. �is will create a “raised” look as well as reset the transparency cover, when 
the viewer lets go of it.

For the bottom of the project I will have wheels that don’t sit �ush with the project. �is 
is an attempt at having it look a little more dimensional and train-like. 

�is prototype can and will evolve into the eventual �nal piece. I am also open to any and all limitations and suggestions for the location I chose. In fact, I hope for 
feedback on the location I chose that can help me to incorporate my project more seamlessly into the student tra�c. I would like it to be a point of interest that 
people are drawn to, not something they’re annoyed to have around. �e following will demonstrate the plan for my project with a digital prototype.

First, I plan to set my project up in the austin building in between the doors of classroom 105 by the North entrance facing the Benson.

this is page one of my 
abstract. It had to be 
thorough and enough 
informaiton for building 
management and Art 
Directors to approve.

abstract (below)

An exhibit displaying the sheer power and force of trains. In this 
display, elements of art and physics will be married to create potent 
and striking visuals.

Project Proposal

just one page of ideas
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Stay On The Right Track:
Qualitative Project

Sometimes your vision on paper exceeds your budget. 
After going through 3 revision periods, it was time to 
build, and scale back the design.

I constructed the frame 
the weekend before the 
conference, and set it up in 
the Engineering building.

the next day I began 
assembling the posters. 
I carefully planned out the 
order beforehand, and 
used latex gloves to avoid 
finger print smudges.

construction

The Research & 
Creative Works Conference
the conference was several hours long, and we were told to stay next 
to our work and explain it to anyone who asked. When our instructors 
came by we had to defend our decisions.
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Because I selected a high 
traffic area in the engineering 
building a lot of students 
stopped by to read it.

On some of the statistics, 
I had my Brother-in-law 
who is a Physics graduate 
help me determine 
accurate comparisons.

eng. students

detail images
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